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A: Avena sterilis; B: Avena trichopylla, C: Avena ludoviciana, D: Avena meridianalis; E: Avena barbara,
F: Avena. fatua, G: Avena sativa, H: Avena eriantha. Photo: Maia Akhalkatsi.
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Table 3- The following table highlights morphological differences between A. sterilis and A. fatua.

Character

disarticulation

florets per spikelet
awn length
awn attachment

floret length

rachilla tip shape

basal scar shape

callus hairs

caryopsis shape

Avena fatua

above glumes and between
florets; florets almost always
found singly

2-3
3-4cm
above middle of floret

in general shorter than A.
sterilis, 14-20 mm

rounded-triangular, diamond-
shaped (all florets)

horseshoe-shaped, sucker-
mouthed (all florets)

to 5.5 mm long (1/4 length of
lemma)

long, narrow, depression
caused by awn on embryo side
starts above the middle of the
caryopsis

Avena sterilis

above glumes, below basal
floret only; florets may be
found as attached pairs

2-5
3-8 cm
below middle of floret

in general longer and wider
than A. fatua, 15-40 mm
(usually 20-25 mm)

flare-shaped (secondary
and tertiary florets only)

elongated, scoop-shaped,
longer than A. fatua (basal
floret only); other florets
fractured

to 7.5 mm long (1/5 length
of lemma)

oblong, depression caused
by awn on embryo side
starts below the middle of
the caryopsis
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